1775]                   To John RoUnson

North's goodness, and I must beg you, Sir, to express my
gratitude to his Lordship, as I shall have the honour of
doing in person. His Lordship's condescension to me is
as flattering as unmerited; and the only way I can at all
pretend to deserve it is hy doing what I ought; that is,
as far as the case regards myself prefer the public service
to myself, and submit myself in the care of that interest
to his Lordship's wisdom: at the same time having so
just a sense of the duty of gratitude, that I think myself
equally obliged by a kind offer, whether accepted or
declined*

The Collectorship of the Customs is an office of such
importance, that my family or I, who have received such
favotirs from the government, ought to be the first to take
care that the public suffers no detriment in an office in
which we are concerned. I, it is true, have a great, though
a temporary, interest in that office, but it is my brother,
Sir Edward, in whom it is vested for his life j and therefore
I flatter myself that both Lord North and you, Sir, will
consider my answer as only regarding myself; for though
I am persuaded that my brother has the public service full
as much at heart as I havey I must not take upon me to
answer for him about an office that virtually and ultimately
rests in him. Eor myself I am persuaded that I cannot
serve the public more essentially than by waiving my own
interest entirely, and referring the whole disposition of the
present difficulty to Lord North's discretion, and submitting
myself entirely to what he shall direct. The situation of
the office by the absence of Sir Horace Mann is certainly
extremely momentous, and ought not to remain precarious ;
therefore, I beg very respectfully and gratefully too, that
I may not be considered for an instant, but that his Lord-
ship will give orders for the security of the office in whatever
jnanner he thinks fit, till Sir Horace can come over andin consequence of the riots and
